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Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
you don’t miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 
credit card. nic! 


IF you haven't got yoN't PA 


all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 
5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you're getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 

If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder's name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 4 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 

© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1996 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 

© 1992 EBU. 

Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
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Many of the older animals had gathered for 
a meeting in White Deer Park. They were 
there to discuss a plan of action to deal with 
the problems of Trey and the Rat Pack. 


“It’s just like I said, mateys, you reckoned 
I was mad, Fox, because I said I’d seen rats,” 
Toad complained. 


“Whistler told me today that dozens of rats 
have appeared in the Park,” said Fox. 


Fox apologized, “I’m sorry, Toad, you’re not 
mad.” “And I lost two essential tail feathers, 
because of those creatures,” grumbled 
Whistler. “I'll have even more difficulty 
flying now.” 


Just then, Hurkel turned up. “A bunny 
rabbit told me you were having a meeting, 


may I join in,” he asked. “You’re welcome to,” 


replied Fox. 


The meeting continued. “Obviously they can’t 
live in the Park with us,” said Vixen. “Why 
don’t we get that handsome stag to chase 
them away?” asked Hurkel. “That’s noi a 
good idea,” replied Fox. “He’d never help us.” 


As the animals discussed their problems 
with the rats, the rats themselves were 
listening in. However, their cover was blown 
when Dash ran up behind them, and they 
fled in every direction. 


Spike ran straight into the middle of the 
meeting. “I know this one,” said Toad. “I 
keep bumping into him.” Before Spike could 
run away, Hurkel stood on his tail. “Get him, 
stamp on him,” urged Mossy. 


“Never mind him,” said Dash, out of breath, 
“there’s worse to worry about. Plucky has 
disappeared.” “He can’t have,” said Whisper, 
“he’s just off playing somewhere.” 


“Not without telling me he wouldn’t,” said 
Dash. She explained that as she was looking 
for Plucky, she had heard many tales of 
other animals that had suddenly gone 
missing without a trace. 


“Well, there’s nothing to be gained by 
talking,” said Fox. “Let’s spread out and 
look for Plucky.” 


Dash spent hours looking for her friend. She 
was just about to give up when she looked 
over a rock edge and spotted him. He wag 
locked up in a cage in the back of a lorry, 


The lorry pulled away. Dash decided to follow 
it. She managed to keep up with the lorry for 
most of the way, but had to stop to catch her 
breath, only to see the lorry pulling into a 
park with high walls surrounding it. 


Dash raced back across the fields to tell the 
others what she’d seen. On her way, she ran 
into a herd of sheep. She asked them if they 
knew what went on behind the high walls. 


“How should we know?” snapped one of the 
sheep. “Don’t care anyway,” said another. 


Rollo came bounding up, “Stop worrying my 
sheep,” he barked. “I was only asking them a 
question,” answered Dash. “Should have 
asked me, I’m in charge,” replied Rollo. 


Dash asked Rollo if he knew what went on 
behind the high walls. “I don’t know — I’m 
useless at questions,” sighed Rollo. “This 
sheep-controlling business dulls the mind 
you know. Stay for a while, have a chat.” 


“I’ve got to get back to White Deer Park,” 
said Dash, turning to go. “I knew a fox from 
there once when I was a guard dog,” said 
Rollo. “Sorry, I’ve got to go,” shouted Dash. 


Next week: The perfect nanny. 


All About... 


CHI! I’m Giant panda. You 
might have seen one of us ina 
zoo, but the best place for us 

is in the bamboo forests of 
China where we come from. We 
pandas are shy and most of us 
don't breed in zoos — we prefer 
the cool, silent forests of China 
where we can live our secret 
lives undisturbed. 

At one time we were found 
across much of China, but now 
we live in just 13 areas in the 
south-west of the country. These 
areas have all become reserves 
and it is illegal for anyone to kill 
us. Our ancestors were carnivores, 
but we have become almost 
entirely vegetarian — we mainly 
eat the leaves, stems and shoots 


of various bamboo plants.99 “ 
We Giant pandas have no special areas in our 


digestive systems, like Koalas do, to help us 
digest the leaves and tough stems of bamboo 
plants. This is our main food, though we 
occasionally eat fruit and eggs as well. We do 
have sharp-edged cutting teeth, though, for 
slicing through the stems, and large, flat molar 
teeth for crushing them. Also, the wall of our 
stomach is thick and muscly and our foodpipe is 
hard and horny. 

We spend up to 14 hours a day eating, and 
we need to eat up to 14kg of vegetation per day. 


Nieto 


THE WHOLE TOOTH 
Pandas have the largest molars 
(back teeth) of all carnivores. 


| have thick, oily, black and white fur - my 
ears, shoulders, front legs, back legs and 
eye patches are all black and the rest white. 
When | stand up on my hind legs | reach 
1.5m and | weigh about 150kg. | use my 
clawed paws for scrambling up trees and | 
have a large pad on each front paw that acts 
like a thumb to help me grip the bamboo 
stems while I’m feeding. 


There is just one other panda in the world - 
the Red, or Lesser panda. Although it has the extra 
pad on its paws and feeds on bamboo, like me, 
scientists now think it is more closely related to the 
raccoon family than to the bear family like us Giant 
pandas. It certainly looks more like a raccoon, with 
its pointed ears, foxy face and banded tail. It is 
much smaller - just 60cm long - and lives in parts 
of China, the Himalayas and Nepal. 


Our cubs are born in a nest made out of bamboo 
branches. Their first fur is white and they are very 
small and delicate - they only weigh between 90 
and 130g at birth, about as much as a small 
banana. The mother looks after her cub carefully 
and introduces it to its first taste of bamboo ai 
about six months. By the time it is a year old it 
weighs about 27kg, but could still be attacked by 
a leopard, its most dangerous predator. 


All About... 
Signals 


66Pandas keep to themselves as 
much as possible and look for other 
members of their family only during 
the mating season. The rest of the 


WHY PANDAS LOOK SAD girl and killed her. 

A story that comes from the Wolong Valley, where When the other pandas heard what had 

there is now a large reserve for pandas, explains happened, they came to the girl’s funeral and, 

how the panda got its black markings. to show their respect, covered their arms with 
One day, a young, kind-hearted girl took her ashes, as was the custom. They wept as she 


year they mark their territories by sheep into the hills and was joined by a young was buried and then wiped their eyes and 
i t t Th r panda which often accompanied her and played hugged themselves. 
spraying scent on trees. They are with the sheep. This panda, like all other pandas Some continued to cry and others put their paws 


mostly silent - except when they’re 
courting - but they have very good 
hearing and can easily pick up the 
sound of an intruder.99 


in those days, was white. Suddenly a leopard leapt _ over their ears to block out the sad sound. 
out of a tree and attacked the panda. The girl Wherever they touched themselves they left black 


picked up a stick and bravely tried to beat off the marks -— the same black marks that you see on 
leopard. The leopard left the panda, turned onthe _ pandas today. 


Because their food has only a small 
amount of nutrients, pandas have to 
spend over half the day eating to get 

enough energy to survive. As it is 
important that they do not waste energy, 
they lead as quiet a life as possible. Here 
are some ways that they save energy: 
they try to keep on level ground and only 
go up slopes or climb trees if they have 
to; they often sit down to eat; they sleep 
every few hours, often dozing off in the 
spot where they have been feeding. 
During the winter months, their thick, 
oily coat helps to keep their body warm. 
In very cold weather, when they need to 
sleep, they often choose a bed of pine 
needles or leaves instead of the bare 
ground, and sleep with their body curled 
round and their head resting on one of 
the back legs. This stops them from 
losing too much of their warmth. 


Pandas seem to prefer a peaceful life. 
When a carnivore, such as a leopard, 
stumbles into a neighbour’s territory, 
the neighbour will usually show its 
anger by raising its fur and moving its 
ears. Pandas don’t do this. Instead, the 
resident panda will try to frighten off 


BATTLE FOR SURVIVAL 


Conservationists are fighting hard to protect 


the intruder by lowering its head so 
that its black ears show up Clearly 
against its white neck just as the black 
eye patches show up against the rest 
of the face. The resident seems to be 
using its markings as a signal that 
says, ‘Go away, this is my patch.’ 


To show that it gives in, and accepts 
the other panda’s message, the 
intruder puts its head between its front 
legs, often hiding the eye Patches with 
a paw. Females behave this way to 
males during mating, too. 


pandas. There are only about 1000 of them 
left in the wild. This is because much of 
their habitat has been cut down for logging, 
farming or to make human settlemenis. A 
certain number of pandas are caught in 
traps set by poachers who are trying to 
snare bears or deer. 

There is another problem for pandas, too. 
From time to time, all the bamboo plants in 
a particular place come into flower at the 
same time and then die off. If there is not 
another bamboo area nearby, the pandas 
die of starvation. 


She’s a good friend of Plucky’s - they’re 
always racing through the park together. 
So when Plucky goes missing under 
mysterious circumstances, she sets out 
to find him, but will she be able to bring 
him back? 
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~| &24 66South-west China is a land of 
= 2© high mountains and deep valleys, 

which lie shrouded in mist for most of the 
year. Hidden among the dense thickets of 
bamboo and rhododendrons, which cover the 
lower slopes, lives one of the world’s rarest 
animals - the Giant panda. It eats bamboo 
and little else, so there are very few places 
where it can survive. Other shy animals seek 
refuge in this remote mountain hideaway, too, 
only emerging at night to feed on bamboo 
shoots and insects.99 


White stag’s Challenge: how many 
pheasants can you spot hidden in the 
dense undergrowth? 
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You should be able to count three 
Lady Amherst’s pheasants and one 
Blood pheasant. 


» Male musk deer 
have a special gland 
/ under their stomach. In 
the breeding season, this 
produces a smelly substance, 
called musk. Musk deer are 
endangered because many of 
them have been killed to > 
obtain this gland, the musk —_ Large bamboo rats are thickset creatures with 
__ from which is used in short, brownish grey fur and huge incisor teeth, 
"perfumes and soap. which they bare when threatened. They live in 
burrows under clumps of bamboo, which they dig 
up and eat using their powerful claws and teeth. 
One of the most 
beautifully coloured of the 
true pheasants, Lady 
Amherst’s pheasant is also 
one of the most secretive. It 
rarely emerges from the bamboo 
scrub of its remote mountain 
habitat, coming out only at night 
to feast on bamboo shoots, 
spiders and beetles. 


When not eating bamboo canes for up to 14 hours 
a day, the Giant panda conserves energy by 
sleeping. It often does so with its head resting on 
its hind leg as a pillow. 


The Clouded leopard is one of the most 

beautifully marked members of 

the cat family and even gets 

its name from the large, ; 

cloud-shaped patches gf)" s de \ oR A 4 / = ** As well as 

on its body. lts head Ey ) providing food 

and body are about for many animals, bamboo 

a metre long and is an extremely useful plant 

its tail is nearly as " for humans, too. For 

gn, long again. i » (we Pg é thousands of years, bamboo 
( canes have been used for 

making scaffolding, ladders, 
chopsticks, fishing rods and 
musical instruments. 
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Discovering Nature 
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1 N T oO: - If you want to find out what sort of soil you have _ , of 
3 in your garden, pick up a lump. All soil has 0 
: i 5 “ground- up rocks in it. These are called minerals. @ 


Sandy soil has big particles i in it op 
and feels gritty. You can * | 

I love gardening - I like to grow lots of Sy, mould Ree ose ke Fs 
fl at th » hands into a ball, but if o} 

owers so that | can pick them and give 4) you try to make asausage © 
them to all my lovely friends. It needs a 4 out of it, it ‘crumbles. It 
bit of planning and planting a few months & 
before, but it’s worth it to see your garden 
in bloom when summer comes. 


con ins little food for , 
FLORAL CLOCK 


plants, nd water drains 
from it quickly, ving ae 
-/ plants thirsty. T T oil needs 6) 
help (with com jost nd a 
fertilizers) ee a : * 
Carl Linnaeus was a botanist (flower expert) who 
lived in the 1700s. He worked out this ‘floral clock’ 
where, if you arranged the right flowers in the right 
order, you could use them to tell the time in summer. 
The only trouble is, flowers open at slightly different 
times in different places; if you make one, don’t rely 
on it to be too accurate! 


J Common 
s nipplewort 


Passionflower 
Bethlehem 2 (opens) 


(opens) 


< 
Scarlet pimpernel 
~ (closes) 


12 mid-day 


Hawkbit 
(closes) 


Mouse-ear 
hawkweed 
Z> (opens) 


Bindweed 
(closes) 


Dandelion : 
(opens) Evening primrose White 
(opens) water lily 


(closes) 
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SUNFLOWERS 


’ 
If you sow sunflower seeds in the spring, the plants VY 
might well be over 2m tall by the end of the summer! °,9 you try and get rid 


Me, 
You will need: E 
sunflower seeds, bow! of water, long garden canes, 


garden fork, watering can with rose, fine garden wire. 


QFork over the earth in 
the garden where you 
want to plant the seeds. 
Push canes into the 
earth. They should be 
about 30cm apart. 


when it rains. 


J Soak the 
sunflower 
seeds 
overnight. 


3 Plant the seeds in 
pairs, about 1cm deep. 


. , Chips — or ask in your 


@ water the seeds gently, using 
a watering rose, and wait for 

_. them to grow. If both seeds of a 
* * pair grow, wait a couple of 

<s weeks, then pull up the smaller 
: one. Tie the remaining plants to 
the canes as they grow, to 
support them. 


After flowering, the 
sunflower produces 
seeds. Keep these to plant 
next year. If you’ve got 
lots of seeds, you could 
give some to your pet 
gerbil, or save some to put 
out for the birds over 
winter - they love them. 


‘ to put in the plants 


ag you want. 
) 


PERFECT POTATOES 


Growing potatoes can be tricky, because you have to keep the 
new shoots covered with earth to stop the potatoes turning 

green. We’ve got an easier way to grow your own spuds, 
but you’ll need an old car tyre. 


You will need: 
old car tyre; compost, four potatoes. 


‘ 


q Put four potatoes on 
a warm window-sill and 
wait for them to sprout. 


eso 
Squirrel saVs 
Never eat green 


potatoes — they're 
poisonous. / 


} 


= 


sumeostint 


Q Put a tyre ona pate 
soil in the garden and puta 
layer of compost, about Sent 
deep, in the bottom. < 


SE" MGS 
-¥ WEED WaATEN 


Weeds can be a real problem in the garden. 
They spread quickly and fight back when 


few ways to try and deal with them. 


4 j) When it’s dry, use a hoe to 
pull up the weeds. Try and 
‘4 get all the root up. This 


X will help, but it still leaves 
V/ lots of weed seeds in the 


‘Zz soil, just waiting to pop up__ \) 


ce Cover your ground with a ‘mulch’ 
‘ this is just soft stuff laid down 

to protect plants. Youcanuse — 

0% grass mowings, straw, or wood 


1/7 centre what they recommend, ~* 
Make holes in the mulch , 


3 When the sprouts are 1-3cm 
long, plant the potatoes in the tyre 
so that the shoots are just 
covered by the compost. Water 
them every few days. 


SA a When the shoots are poking about 


Sometimes the weather in spring is still a bit 
chilly. An early morning frost can destroy tender 
young plants. Use a ‘cloche’ if you’re worried 
about your plants suffering in cold weather. You 
* -can take the cloche off later in the 

day, when the sun has 
. come out. 


of them. Here area 


Ask an adult to cut 
some old plastic 
bottles in half. Use 
them to protect 
individual plants. 


Plant your flowers close 

together, so there’s not 

-. much room for any 
weeds to grow. 


“4 


garden 


=~ 
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Use clear plastic as a 
cover and hold it down 
with stones. 


é 
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Pe 
§ Leave your potatoes to flower. 
Water them if the soil feels dry. 
When the flowers die, stop 
watering. Wait two days then dig 


up your crop! 


10cm out of the compost, cover them 
with another layer of compost. Keep 
watering and when the shoots have 
grown another 10cm, add another 
layer of compost in the same way. 
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Puzzle it out PP?” 


ROLLO AND THE SHEEP 


The farmer whistled and Rollo came up to him, ~ 
reluctantly. “Round up the sheep!” ordered the farmer. 
“Can’t catch me!” called out one sheep. “Call 
yourself a sheepdog!” teased another. 
“This is going to be hard work,” thought Rollo. And 


and went to round up another, the first group 
simply split up again. Finally, an exhausted Rollo, 
not looking where he was going, bumped into 
part of the wall on one side of the farm and 
knocked it over. He lay on the grass, with his head 


Owl had been watching from a nearby tree. “Now 
you've done it!” she said. 

“Thanks a lot,” replied poor Rollo. Then, looking 
up, he saw a sheepdog approaching. He watched 
as it came up to the sheep and then, just for fun, 
began rounding them up. 

“Now, that dog has talent,” said Owl, knowingly. 

The two watched as the sheep and lambs were 


rounded up into a huddle and herded into the 
pen. At that moment, the farmer appeared and 
the sheepdog was gone in flash. 

“Goodness me!” said the farmer to Rollo. “You’ve 
never been that quick before. You’re not quite as 
bad as | thought you were,” which, from the 
farmer, was praise indeed. 

Fortunately, he did not notice the broken wall! 


so it was. When he got one group of sheep together between his paws. 


“Ss” WORDS 
Can you find 17 things in the picture 
beginning with “S”? 


Seven sheep are hiding from Rollo -— 
can you see them? 


LOST SHEEP 
\* oie 


WORDSEARCH 

There are nine words in this wordsearch. They all 
appear in the story and are also illustrated in the 
picture. Can you find them? The words go up, 
down, diagonally and backwards. 


BUILD THE WALL : 
The wall that Rollo knocked “ ~ 
lown fell into five pieces. AS 


x ‘an you fit these pieces 
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Where does a Sheep 
nen it needs 


Here are two easy indoor games to 
play — all you need is a couple of 
friends, a dice and a pack of cards. 


GAMES WITH ANIMAL NAMES 
SHEEP 


There are no winners in this game, just a loser 
who's called the “sheep”! 


Sort out a set of four cards with the same 
number (for example, all the nines) for each 
player. So, if there are four players, you would 
sort out four sets. Put the rest of the pack to 
one side. 


Shuffle the cards and deal them all out to the Your e \ 
players. The aim of the game is to get a set of he S €eP: 
cards of the same value. ». REN 


A player looks at her cards and passes the one 
she doesn’t want face down to the next player, 
who does the same. The play continues until 
one player has a set. He puts them face up on 
the table and touches his nose. The others ) 
must put their fingers on their noses, too — the 
last one to do so is a sheep! y 


When a player has been the sheep five times, 
he baas loudly and leaves the game. 


SQUEAK, PIGGY, SQUEAK 


One of the players is blindfolded, 
given a cushion and spun 
round two or three times. All 
the other players sit down 
on chairs in a circle 

round him. The 

blindfolded player has 

to put the cushion on 

the lap of one of the 

seated players and 

then sit down on it. 


The blindfolded player 
then says “Squeak, 
piggy, squeak,” and the 
player whose knee he’s 
sitting on squeaks like a 
pig. The blindfolded player 
has to guess who it is 
and if he’s right, the 
squeaker swaps places 
with him. If he’s wrong, 
he has to find another 
lap to sit on and must 
guess again. 
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